s many of you have heard, Pope Francis
promulgated a motu proprio on July 16
regarding the regulation of the celebration of

the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in the Extraordinary Form.

Pope Benedict XVI, in his 2007 motu proprio Summorum
Pontificum, recognized that “many desired to find the form
of the sacred Liturgy dear to them” and “clearly accepted the
binding character of Vatican Council I and were faithful to
the Pope and to the Bishops,” and so he felt that fears of di-
vision in parish communities were unfounded because, “the
two forms of the Roman Rite would enrich one another.”

Over these last 14 years since its implementation, some
communities, parishes, social media and individuals have
not been faithful to Pope Benedict’s vision and heartfelt
desire. Instead, some have cast aspersions, separated into
factions and caused great division, thus breaking faith with
Pope Benedict’s vision and heartfelt desire. As a result, Pope
Francis’ motu proprio, Traditionis Custodes, endeavors to
bring an orderly approach to that enrichment which his pre-
decessor Pope Benedict sought for the good of the Church.

Pope Francis clearly stands vigorously with his predeces-
sor Pope Benedict XVI as he says, “I deplore the fact that
‘in many places the prescriptions of the new Missal are not
observed in celebration, but indeed come to be interpreted
as an authorization for or even a requirement of creativity,
which leads to almost unbearable distortions.”

Pope Francis continues: “But I am nonetheless saddened
that the instrumental use of Missale Romanum of 1962 is
often characterized by a rejection, not only of the liturgical
reform, but of the Vatican Council II itself.”

The motu proprio provides eight specific articles to be
understood, implemented, followed and fully carried out in
a desire for unity within the Church and an expression of
love within the whole of the Body of Christ so that what is
celebrated in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass according to the
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Ordinary or Extraordinary Form is not
contradicted by disparaging attitudes
and unhealthy, unfounded division.

The Holy Father states at the begin-
ning of these articles what has always
been the case: “It is his (the diocesan
bishop) exclusive competence to
authorize the use of the 1962 Missale
Romanum in the diocese, following the
guidelines of the Holy See.”

Speaking of the pastoral care of the
people, the Holy Father requires a close
working relationship between the dioc-
esan bishop’s delegate and the faithful
who constitute groups who worship
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according to the Extraordinary Form.

Ordained priests who already exer-
cise the faculty to celebrate the Mass
according to the 1962 Missale Romanum
must now request that faculty from
the diocesan bishop. Priests ordained after the motu proprio
was promulgated do not enjoy the faculty, but must submit a
formal request to the diocesan bishop who will consult with
the Apostolic See before granting the authorization.

On a personal note, these last two articles reflect the
normal course I must follow when, at the request of the
Ruthenian Bishop, I first petitioned Rome for the Bi-Ritual
faculty and then requested renewal through the Congrega-
tion for the Eastern Churches every five years. This prac-
tice helps to ensure that the liturgy is in conformity with
all rubrics and requirements and that the faculty is not
misused. I believe that this practice will serve the Extraor-
dinary Form with the same purpose and to the same effect.

The Holy Father clearly desires that we share the full and
rich and ripened fruits of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
without division or any hint of distaste. Instead, the Holy
Father enjoins us to come to the Lord as one; come to the
Lord in the way that tradition has provided. Let us respect
the Holy Sacrifice and adhere strictly to the rubrics proper
to the particular form — whether the Missale Romanum of
1962 or as we celebrate the Mass of the current missal —
follow the very clear and binding General Instruction of the
Roman Missal (GIRM). It is in fact
the disregard of, or ignorance of
this instruction, that has led to

the “almost unbearable distor-
tions” to the proper celebration
of Mass referred to above.
We must do so without
any hint that one is better
than the other, but that
the Church and in this
case, the Successor of

St. Peter, has called us

to that place of spiritual

refreshment and peace- Bishop Peter A. Libasci is the Tenth
ful rest. ® Bishop of the Diocese of Manchester.

VENGAMOS AL

SENOR COMO UN

omo muchos de ustedes han

escuchado, el Papa Francisco

promulgd un motu proprio, el 16 de
julio, sobre la regulacion de la celebracion
del Santo Sacrificio de la Misa en Forma
Extraordinaria.

El Papa Benedicto XVI, en su motu proprio Summorum
Pontificum de 2007, reconocio que “deseaban, no obstan-
te, reencontrar la forma, querida para ellos, de la sagrada
Liturgia” y “aceptaban, claramente, el cardcter vinculante
del Concilio Vaticano II y que eran fieles al Papa y a los
Obispos”, por lo que sintié que los temores de division en
las comunidades parroquiales eran infundados, porque “las
dos Formas del uso del Rito romano pueden enriquecerse
mutuamente”.

Durante estos ultimos 14 afnos desde su implementacion,
algunas comunidades, parroquias, redes sociales e indi-
viduos no han sido fieles a la vision y al deseo sincero del
Papa Benedicto. En cambio, algunos han lanzado calum-
nias, se han separado en facciones y han causado una gran
division, rompiendo asi la fe, vision y deseo sincero del
Papa Benedicto. Como resultado, el motu proprio del Papa
Francisco, Traditionis Custodes, se esfuerza por acercar
ordenadamente ese enriquecimiento que su predecesor, el
Papa Benedicto, busco para el bien de la Iglesia.

El Papa Francisco se mantiene claramente en contacto
con su predecesor, el Papa Benedicto XVI, cuando dice: “Yo
también deploro que ‘en muchos lugares no se celebraba
de una manera fiel las prescripciones del nuevo Misal, sino
que éste llegd a entenderse como una autorizacion e inclu-
so como una obligacion a la creatividad™.

El Papa contintia: “Pero también me entristece el uso
instrumental del Missale Romanum de 1962, que se carac-
teriza cada vez mas por un rechazo creciente, no solo de la
reforma liturgica, sino del Concilio Vaticano 11”.

El motu proprio proporciona ocho articulos especificos
para ser entendidos, implementados, seguidos y llevados a
cabo plenamente, en un deseo de unidad dentro de la Igle-
sia y una expresion de amor dentro de todo el Cuerpo de
Cristo, para que lo que se celebre en el Santo Sacrificio de
la Misa, segtin la Forma Ordinaria o Extraordinaria, no se

contradiga con actitudes despectivas y divisiones malsanas
e infundadas.

El Santo Padre declara, al comienzo de estos articulos,
lo que siempre ha sido el caso: “Por tanto, es de su (obis-
po diocesano) exclusiva competencia autorizar el uso del
Missale Romanum de 1962 en la didcesis, siguiendo las
orientaciones de la Sede Apostolica”.

Hablando de la pastoral del pueblo, el Santo Padre exige
una estrecha relacion de trabajo entre el delegado del obis-
po diocesano y los fieles que constituyen los grupos que
adoran segun la Forma Extraordinaria.

Los sacerdotes ordenados que ya ejercen la facultad de
celebrar la Misa segun el Missale Romanum de 1962, ahora
deben solicitar esa facultad al obispo diocesano. Estos,
después de la promulgacion del motu proprio, no gozan de
la facultad, pero deben presentar una solicitud formal al
obispo diocesano, quien consultara con la Sede Apostolica
antes de otorgar la autorizacion.

A titulo personal, estos dos ultimos articulos reflejan el
curso normal que tuve que seguir cuando, a peticion del
obispo ruteno, solicité por primera vez a Roma la facultad
bi-ritual y luego la renovacion, a través de la Congregacion,
para las Iglesias orientales, cada cinco anos. Esta practica
ayuda a asegurar que la liturgia esté en conformidad con
todas las rubricas y requisitos; asimismo, que no se haga un
mal uso de la facultad. Creo que esta practica servird a la
Forma Extraordinaria con el mismo proposito y efecto.

El Santo Padre desea, claramente, que compartamos
los frutos plenos, ricos y maduros del Santo Sacrificio de
la Misa, sin divisién ni indicio de disgusto. Nos manda a
acercarnos al Sefior como uno, ir hacia El en la forma que
la tradicion ha provisto. Respetemos el Santo Sacrificio
y sumémonos, estrictamente, a las rubricas propias de
la forma particular, ya sea el Missale Romanum de 1962 o
mientras celebramos la Misa del misal actual, sigamos la
muy clara y vinculante Instruccion General del Misal Roma-
no (IGMR). De hecho, es el desprecio o el desconocimiento
de esta instruccion lo que ha llevado al “uso distorsionado”
de la celebracion adecuada de la Misa, antes mencionada.
Debemos hacerlo sin ningtn indicio de que uno es mejor
que el otro, pero que la Iglesia y, en este caso, el Sucesor de
San Pedro, nos ha llamado a ese lugar de refrigerio espiritu-
al y descanso pacifico. B
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