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appy New Year!

Perhaps that greeting seems premature to you. But remember, with the beginning of the

great season of Advent the Church marks the start of another liturgical year. Go ahead and
ring in the new on Jan. 1, but as Catholic Christians our most important resolution, to follow and love
the Lord, begins on the first Sunday of Advent when we once more commence our hopeful waiting for
the world’s Savior to be born among us.

Bishop Peter A. Libasci is the Tenth
Bishop of the Diocese of Manchester.

To mark the beginning of our Catholic New
Year, Parable has always begun anew each Advent
by introducing new content and welcoming new
writers to its pages. You will continue to hear the
good news from the leaders at Catholic Medical
Center, St. Joseph Hospital, and Catholic Charities.
And Father Michael Kerper and Father Andrew
Nelson will continue to offer their insightful
pastoral guidance and reflections. In addition to
those “regulars” allow me to introduce three new
columnists who represent fresh voices from among
New Hampshire’s faithful.

Simcha Fisher, a mother of 10 and vibrant writer
whose reflections are published throughout the
country, will be drawing from her abundance of
experience to offer her reflections in our “Marriage
and Family Life” column.

Jim Miller, a long-time science teacher
and community leader at Bishop Brady High
School, will be offering us his reflections on the
relationship of faith and science, and the challenge
of bringing the intersection of those subjects to life
in the classroom. This new columns title, “Objects
in Motion,” conveys all of the kinetic energy of

Jimss life with the students at Bishop Brady!

Finally, in a new column for a sometimes
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overlooked population, our Diocesan Director
of Family Life Ministries Derek McDonald joins
with his friend Seth Evangelho of St. Andre
Bessetke Parish in Laconia to dialogue about the
specific faith challenges faced by men. Turn to
“Man to Man” to hear these two men offer their
reflections on the daily spiritual lives of men as
well as tips for reading, and of course, the latest
gear!

This new year for the Church and for Parable
also brings about a sad departure. Sarah Jane
vonHaack has been with Parable since its
inception in 20006, and as editor she has been
envisioning and bringing to life Parables award
winning content for nearly a decade. Sarah Jane —
now Sarah Jane Roth! — was married in October,
and she and her new husband will be moving to
Pennsylvania next month to begin their new lives
together. A hearty congratulations and Godspeed
to Ken and Sarah Jane! And what a sad loss for
us! A search for Sarah Jane’s replacement is well
underway, and with all hands on deck and God’s
loving guidance, the production of Parable will be
seamless.

So turn the pages, and let us pray, “O Come, O
Come Emmanuel!”
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eliz afo nuevo!
I Quizas este saludo les parezca

prematuro. Pero recuerden, con
el comienzo del gran tiempo de Adviento, la
Iglesia da inicio a otro afo liturgico. Animense y
celebren el nuevo afno el primero de enero, pero
como cristianos catolicos, nuestra resolucion mas
importante, seguir y amar al Sefior, comienza el
primer domingo de Adviento, cuando una vez
mas comenzamos nuestra animada espera para
que el Salvador del mundo nazca entre nosotros.

Para marcar el comienzo de nuestro Anno Nuevo Catolico, Parable
siempre ha comenzado cada Adviento presentando contenidos
nuevos y dando la bienvenida a nuevos escritores en sus paginas.
Continuardn oyendo las buenas nuevas de los lideres en Catholic
Medical Center, St. Joseph Hospital y Catholic Charities. Y el
Padre Michael Kerper y el Padre Andrew Nelson continuaran
ofreciendo su perspicaz orientacion pastoral y reflexiones.
Ademas de esos “habituales escritores”, permitanme presentarles
tres nuevos columnistas que representan nuevas voces entre los
fieles de New Hampshire.

Simcha Fisher, una madre con diez hijos y una vibrante escritora
cuyas reflexiones se publican en todo el pais, se basara en su
gran experiencia para ofrecer sus reflexiones en nuestra columna
“Marriage and Family” (Matrimonio y familia).

Jim Miller, profesor de ciencias por mucho tiempo y lider de
la comunidad en Bishop Brady High School, nos ofrecera sus
reflexiones sobre la relacion de la fe y la ciencia, y el desafio de
hacer que la interseccion de esos temas cobre vida en el aula. El
titulo de esta nueva columna, “Objects in Motion” (Objetos en
movimiento), transmite toda la energia cinética de la vida de Jim
con los estudiantes de Bishop Brady.

Finalmente, en una nueva columna para una poblacion a veces
pasada por alto, nuestro Director Diocesano de los Ministerios de
Vida Familiar, Derek McDonald, se une a su amigo, Seth Evangelho,
de la Parroquia St. Andre Bessette en Laconia para dialogar sobre
los desafios de fe especificos que enfrentan los hombres. Dirijase
a “Man to Man” (Hombre a hombre) para escucharles ofrecer sus
reflexiones sobre la vida espiritual diaria de los hombres, asi como
sus lecturas recomendadas y, por supuesto, las altimas novedades.

Este nuevo ano para la Iglesia y para Parable también conlleva
una triste despedida. Sarah Jane vonHack ha estado con Parable
desde su creacion en 2006, y como editora ha estado visualizando
y dando vida al premiado contenido de Parable durante casi una
década. Sarah Jane, jahora Sarah Jane Roth! — se casd en octubre,

y ella y su nuevo esposo se mudaran a Pensilvania el proximo mes
para comenzar una nueva vida juntos. jUnas sinceras felicitaciones
y que el Senor les acomparie queridos Ken y Sarah Jane! jQué triste
pérdida para nosotros! La busqueda del reemplazo de Sarah Jane ya
estd en marcha, y con el apoyo de todos y la guia amorosa de Dios,
la produccion de Parable sera perfecta.

Asi que pasen las paginas, y oremos, “;Oh, ven, oh, ven,
Emmanuel!” @

CATHOLICNH.ORG | NOV/DEC17 | PARABLE | 5



