BISHOP’S MESSAGE

CHRIST IS

he world in which we are Iivihg suffers many ills: war,

poverty, disease and social unrest. In these present days

we are now all living with the fear and anxiety caused
by the pandemic virus, COVID-19.

At all times, we ought to remember the words of Our Lord: “Behold I am with you
always.” He is with us in the good times, even when we fail to remember Him; He is
with us in the bad times, even when we are beset by fear and yet feel we must do it all
ourselves. At these times, I remember a few lines from a Psalm: “Only in God will my
soul find rest; from Him comes my hope, my salvation. He alone is my rock of safety, my
stronghold in whom I trust.” In times of crisis, we must remember this very same God
who shows His power when we are weak. St. Paul says: “When I am weak, it is Christ
who is strong in me.” St. Paul was able, then, to turn to Christ for strength.

In times of crisis and great uncertainty, we look to this source of strength, our Faith,
and we look to factual information to guide us to prudent decisions. We are mindful of
our obligation to protect the most vulnerable and protect the common good. As news of
this situation continues to unfold, we will keep you updated on an ongoing basis via a
dedicated page on the diocesan website: catholicnh.org/coronavirus.

At the time of this writing, attendance at Mass will not be available to the general pub-
lic for the foreseeable future. I have encouraged our pastors to have their churches open
for extended hours of prayer and, when appropriate, extended hours of adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament.

I also reminded the priests of our diocese that they must continue to celebrate daily
and Sunday Mass with or without anyone present. It is a great and necessary comfort to
those who cannot be present to know that their personal intentions will not be suspend-
ed or changed.

Your pastors will most likely reach out to you, hoping that you will continue to sup-
port your parish. I ask you to please do your best to help them during this difficult time.

It pains me terribly to have to make this decision, but the severity of this world crisis
reminds me of Our Lord who was bound and led away from his people to endure a
suffering beyond all imagining — and this was done to Jesus who is God! Now, we are
bound and led away from one another — we who are the People of God by Baptism.
How can we not undergo a portion of the suffering He endured to save us from death?

Let us resolve, then, once more to follow Him, and renew our baptismal promises and
our belief in the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Stronger than when we began, let us
be one in Christ! B March 17, 2020

The Diocese of Manchester has received an overwhelming number of

phone and email inquiries regarding the coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic,

so many that individual responses are not always possible. Please visit

catholicnh.org/coronavirus for the most up-to-date information.
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POPE FRANCIS’
Prayer to Mary for protection

O Mary,

you always shine on our path

as a sign of salvation and of hope.

We entrust ourselves to you,

Health of the Sick,

who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain,
keeping your faith firm.

You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need,

and we are sure you will provide

so that, as in Cana of Galilee,

we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,

to conform to the will of the Father

and to do as we are told by Jesus,

who has taken upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows

to lead us, through the ctoss,

to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.

Bishop Peter A. Libasci is the Tenth Bishop
of the Diocese of Manchester.




MENSAJE DEL OBISPO

CRISTO ES NUESTRA
FUERZA EN TIEMPOS
INCIERTOS

I mundo en el que vivimos sufre muchos

males: guerra, pobreza, enfermedades y

disturbios sociales. En estos dias, todos
estamos viviendo con miedo y ansiedad causados
por el virus de la pandemia, COVID-19.

En todo momento, debemos recordar las palabras de Nuestro Sefor:

“Yo estoy con ustedes todos los dias”. El estd con nosotros en los buenos
tiempos, incluso cuando no Lo recordamos; Fl esta con nosotros en

los malos momentos, incluso cuando estamos acosados por el miedo y
sentimos que debemos hacerlo todo nosotros mismos. Me vienen a la
mente algunas lineas de un salmo: “Solo en Dios esta el descanso, alma
mia, de El viene mi salvacién. Solo El es mi roca y mi salvacion, mi alcdzar:
ya no podré vacilar”. En tiempos de crisis, debemos recordar a este mismo
Dios que muestra su poder cuando somos débiles. San Pablo dice: “[Por
Cristo], pues cuando soy débil, entonces soy fuerte”. San Pablo pudo,
entonces, dirigirse a Cristo en busca de fortaleza.

En tiempos de crisis y gran incertidumbre, buscamos esta fuente de
fortaleza, nuestra Fe, y buscamos informacion objetiva para guiarnos a
tomar decisiones prudentes. Somos conscientes de nuestra obligacion de
proteger a los mds vulnerables y proteger el bien comun. A medida que las
noticias sobre esta situacion continien desarrollaindose, lo mantendremos
informado de manera continua a través de la pagina especial en el sitio web
diocesano: catholicnh.org/coronavirus.

Al momento de escribir esto, la asistencia a la Misa no estara disponible
para el publico en general en un future previsible. He animado a nuestros
pastores a que abran sus iglesias durante mas horas para la oracion y,
cuando sea apropiado, extender las horas de adoracion del Santisimo
Sacramento.

También les recordé a los sacerdotes de nuestra didcesis que deben
continuar celebrando la Misa diaria y dominical con o sin nadie presente.
Es un gran y necesario consuelo para aquellos que no pueden estar
presentes saber que sus intenciones personales no seran suspendidas
o cambiadas.

Es muy probable que sus pastores se comuniquen con ustedes con la
esperanza que continden apoyando a su parroquia. Les pido que hagan
todo lo posible para ayudarlos durante este momento dificil.

Me duele mucho tener que tomar esta decision, pero la gravedad de esta
crisis mundial me recuerda a Nuestro Sefior, que fue atado y alejado de su
pueblo para soportar un sufrimiento mas alla de lo imaginable — |y esto
se hizo a Jesus, quien es Dios! Ahora, estamos atados y apartados unos de
otros — nosotros, que somos el pueblo de Dios por el bautismo. ; Como
no podemos someternos a una parte del sufrimiento que El aguanté para
salvarnos de la muerte?

Resolvamos, entonces, una vez mds seguirlo, y renovar nuestras promesas
bautismales y nuestra creencia en el Padre, el Hijo y el Espiritu Santo. Mas
fuertes que cuando comenzamos, jseamos uno en Cristo! Bl 17 de marzo de 2020
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