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D 
ear Readers: 

Amazing things happen when people join together 

to help our brothers and sisters in need. We saw this 

in April when so many New Hampshire residents responded to 

the Through the Storm: Helping our Brothers and Sisters in the 

Caribbean statewide day of prayer and solidarity. Your prayers 

and practical support provided critical assistance to the citizens 

of Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands who still suffer from the 

devastating effects of Hurricanes Irma and Maria. 

I am deeply grateful to you for your support and compassion. 

Archbishop Robert Octavio Gonzalez Nieves, O.F.M., of 

Sanjuan, Puerto Rico and Bishop Herbert A. Bevard of St. 

Thomas in the Virgin Islands, who traveled here for the day 

of solidarity, were equally impressed with your outpouring of 

generosity. Your gifts helped us raise a total $65,000, which 

will be distributed equally to both dioceses. 

Bishop Peter A. Libasci is the Tenth 

Bishop of the Diocese of Manchester. 

Now nearly 10 months after the powerful Category 4 

hurricanes hit, the people of Puerto Rico and the Virgin 

Islands still suffer from loss of life, homes, livelihoods, 
lack of power and other infrastructure. They include 

many people who have family members residing in 

New Hampshire. 

With a new hurricane season upon us, the 
need for prayers and practical help for our 

brothers and sisters in the Caribbean is as critical 
as ever. Let us pray that God comfort, console and 

strengthen them. In addition, may we all respond, 

to the best of our abilities, to aid them in their time 

of great loss. ■
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Your Support 

Makes a Difference 

Donations to the Through 

the Storm relief effort 

may be made online or 

by mail. To donate online, 

visit catholicnh.org/ 

throughthestorm. Checks 

may be made payable to 

"RCBM" and mailed to: 

Diocese of Manchester 

Finance Office, 153 Ash St., 

Manchester, N.H. 03104-4396. 

Please note on the check that 

payment is for Caribbean 

Storm Relief. 

MAIN: Manchester Bishop Peter 

A. Libasci (center) enjoys a light

moment at the Through the Storm 

benefit reception with Archbishop 

Roberto Octavio Gonzalez Nieves, 

O.F.M., of San Juan, Puerto Rico 

(left) and Bishop Herbert A. Bevard 

of St. Thomas in the U.S. Virgin 

Islands. (Photo by Jeff Dachowski) 

RIGHT: Bishop Libasci 

concelebrates Mass at St. Joseph 

Cathedral as part of the day of 

prayer and solidarity. 

(Photo by Jeff Dachowski) 



MENSAJE DEL OBISPO 

ESTAMOS A SU LADO 

A scene of the devastation caused by Hurricane Irma in the 

U.S. Virgin Islands last fall. 

E
stimados Lectores: 

Suceden cosas asombrosas cuando las 

personas se unen para ayudar a nuestros 

hermanos y hermanas necesitados. Vimos 

esto en abril cuando muchos residentes de 

New Hampshire respondieron a la campana 

de "A traves de la tormenta: Ayudando 

a nuestros hermanos y hermanas en el 

Caribe" por el dia de oraci6n y solidaridad 

en todo el estado. Sus oraciones y su 

apoyo practico brindaron asistencia critica 

a los ciudadanos de Puerto Rico y las Islas 

Virgenes de los Estados Unidos que aun 

sufren los devastadores efectos de los 

huracanes Irma y Maria. 

Estoy profundamente agradecido por su apoyo y 

compasi6n. El Arzobispo Robert Octavio Gonzalez Nieves, 

O.M., de Sanjuan, Puerto Rico, y el Obispo Herbert A.

Bevard de Santo Tomas en las Islas Virgenes, que viajaron

aqui para el dia de la solidaridad, quedaron igualmente

impresionados con su efusi6n de generosidad. Sus

donaciones nos ayudaron a recaudar un total de $65,000,

que se distribuiran por igual a ambas di6cesis.

Ahora, casi 10 meses despues de los poderosos 

huracanes de categoria 4, las personas de Puerto Rico 

y las Islas Virgenes a(m sufren de perdidas de vidas, 

hogares, medios de subsistencia, falta de energia y otras 

infraestructuras. lncluyen a muchos residentes de New 

Hampshire que tienen familias en el Caribe. 

Con una nueva temporada de huracanes, la necesidad 

de oraciones y ayuda practica para nuestros hermanos 

y hermanas en el Caribe es tan critica como siempre. 

Recemos para que Dios los consuele y los fortalezca y para 

que nosotros respondamos de la mejor manera posible, 

ayudandoles en estos dificiles momentos. ■
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